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MR. BAILEY’S ARTICLE.

We give much of our editorial space
this week to a paper on Ehe education
of the negroe in North Carolina by Mr.
J.'W. Bailey in The Outiook. The
case is stated with considerable clear
ness and doubtleas will clear up the
situation to our friends in the North.

WORK OF THE NEW SPAPERS.

Tue CoMMoXWEALTH has for years
believed and contenaed that we have
00 many elections in North Carolina.
There are saveral standpoints from
which to argue for our position, but
the one which we notice now eapeci-
ally is with reference to the work of
the newspapers of the State.  No one
ol even fair intelligence and casual ob-
sarvation dares question the fact that
the eountry press is a great power. We
country newspaper edifors say this
often, not in the spirit of boasting or

self-laudation, but in order to empha-
size some point which we are trying to

make relative to our own work and
the work of our brethrem of the press.
‘The newspapers are eyerywhere call-
ed upon to do much service in every
political campaign, and that without
compensation—but no matier for that
here. True to their mission in their

constant endeavors for the fostering of
everything good and worthy, the news-
papers are the first to emerge from the

dust and smoke of a politieal battle,

whatever may have been the result, and
take up the slogan of work for progress
in the yarious industries of agriculture,
manufacturing, and the like.

And we donot remember to have
seen as strong proof of the' persistence
of newspapers in their efforts to develop
North Carolina as haye characterized

the work of the press since our last

election. Take up what country paper

you may apd you find in its columnbs
not only evidence ot loeal progress in|th
almost every part of the State, but you

find the newspaperadoing their work In
support ol this progress with more than
their usual vigor. 3

Never in the history of North Car-
olina has her people_been

" ara to-day.

The newspapers are indeed doing a
noble work for the State just now, sel-
ting forth the ilionsand and one rich

rasources whi:: await deévelopmsnt all
through the- State. They have for-

gotten polities for the time, and if we
could stand off all elections for about a
dozen years we would be able to re-
deem someof the sweeping promises

that have been. made lor U_'ns new cea-
tiary.

A noble band arée the nawspaper mren
of North Carollna, and they deserve
well at the hands of every citizen who

under such
obligation to the newspapers as they

POPULAR EDUCATION AND THE
RACE PROBLEM IN NORTH
CAROLINA.

. W. Eailey in The Outlook, May 11th.

In a recent letter on “Restricted Sul-
f-age in Maryland,” published in The
Cutlook, I read: “The most serlous
aspect of this Southern movement is
the temptation to keep the negro in
iznorance if he is thereby kept irom
yvoting.”

{ Speakingasa cmzen ot North Caro-
lina, T wish to offer some observatlions
upon this statement.

1t were futile to deny that therm are
political leaders in the South with no
mean - following who wonld keep the
negroes in ignorance in order to keep
them out of polittes. Many even of
the more inteliigent and less partisan
white mem seriously doubt whether the
ability to read and write will fit the
average nogro for citizenship, and are
preparing in their minds. to meet the
exigeacies o! the situation when the
negroes, haying learned to read and
write, are returning to the body politic
proper. That is to say, they not only
do not think the negroes will be fit to
vote when they learn to read; but are
ready to debar them by some other
means when the present barriers shall
have been overcome.

On the other band, a large number
of our white pecple, though perhaps
not s majority, are in fayor of eduoeat-
ing the colored people., I think nine-
tenths of the preachers and teachers
are.” Nevertheless, I should add that
in North Carolina the preachers and
teachers have little to do with politics;
andi¥he education of the negroes, since
it must be derived from publie schools
supported by taxation, is a political
question. ~

The Constitution of North Carolina
requires that the education funds shall
be so used that the schools of each
race shall be maintained an equal
length of time each year. The period
ot the free schools for whites now is
fourteen weeks, of the colored it is
thirteen weeks.

The free schools are supported by a
general tax of eighieen cents on the

icur cents on the poll- This returns a
gross income ot about one million dol-
lars, which maintains the schools as
above. The Counstitution requires that
the schools shall be maintaired four
months in the year. 'They have not
teen maintained thiz length of time
ut the State so rong since the
Civii war, though for years a number
of counties have maintained their
schools even longer. I have been told
that nowhere in the United States has
a prblic-sehool systemsocceeded when
supporied by a geumeral State lax, as
ours is. B ;
+ Al any rate, in 1897 a number of
sentlemen persuaded the Republican-
Populist General Assembly to enast a
iaw requiring an election to be held 1n
Augugt, 1897, in every township in the
Staie, to determine whether a speeial
tax cf ten cents on property ard thirty
cents on the poll shouid be levied for
the purpose of prolonging the terms of
the free schools. There are more than
filteeu bundied townships in the State.
In that election less’ than fifteen town-
ships voted for the special tax !

In this eampaign I had charge of
the literature, and also campaigned.

appreciates his State and the great pos- | Our funds were pilifully meager. We

sibilities which lie just ahead of us.
To lead inour great developments is
the mission of our newspapers, and
right nobly are they doiang it.

A WORD TO THE FARMERS.

Mr. J. V. Rogers, of Margarettsville,
a member of the well known Rogers
family of Northampton, iz one of the
most successful farmers. He says He
cannot afford to plant cotton at present
prices. A few days ago he sold from
his farm two car loads of Spanish pea-
nuts at 90 cents'per bnshel, realizing
$50.00 per acre. Last year a northern
gentleman told us he bought the finest
lot of hams of Mr. Rogers he had seen
anywhere, being of better quality than
the famous Smithfield hams. He paid
Mr. Rogers 15 cents per pound for
them when ordinary N. C. hams were
selling at 10 cents per pound.

Others ean profit by studying the
methods of our saccessful larmem.—
_Roanoke-Chowan Tiness

. We print the foregoing in order to
call -attention of our farmers to one
thing noted by our contemporary, and
that 1s the sale ot Mr. Rogers’ hams.

- It is surprising that any farmer
should make the mistake of trying to
ran his farm soceesstully without rais-
ing bisown meat ; and it seews o us
that such prices as are named here for
hams would be a strong 1nducement to
Tarmers everywhere to raise meat for
sale.

We are fjvare of the fact that farmers
sometimes have trouble with raising
hogs. .Cholera sometimes gets amongst
the hogs and causea many of them to
dis ; and sometimes ofher disadvanta-
geous circumstances make 1t a little
puzzling to the farmer as  fo what is
bast todo. - _

_ Batother things being equal, the

farmer wounld better raise all the meat

he needs at home every time,and when
he has a surplus it 18 not only, no drag
to him bnt a aoumoll.goodlu-
come.

e — — —— —— _

They Work While You Sleep.
While

maﬂﬂhod!mt(!as-

repair ymu'l

had the “support of perhaps filty lead-
ing citizens who signed their names to
an address in behalf of the tax, Presi-
dent Alderman, of the State Universi-
ty. President Mclver, of the State Nor-
mgl College, and other prominent edu-
cational leaders gave themselves freely
to the cause of the special tax. Many
papers that began as adyocates of the
tax changed front. The present Gov-
ernnr of cur State, then a leader of the
people, undertock tn campaign for the
tax, but he found it impossible to make
progress. -
The reasou universslly given for re-
fusing _to vole this tax was that it
would help the negroes as much as the
whites. 1 may cite the instance of one
man with _six children to educate,
whose extra tax would not have
amounted to fifty cents, who refused
for this reason to yote for it.
~ Of cour:e s:ome did not understand
tke propesal; ¢f ccurse there were
others wlio were “opposed to- taxation
on general principles;” undoubledly
rany Democrats withheld their sup-
port and diseouraged the movement on
the ground that it was “fathered” by
the Fusion parties, outof which ne.
good thing should come, if they might

‘| prevent. Bat i1t wes clear that, rather

than bring about better echools for
both races, thousands of white citizens
would not vote for a small tax
should provide better schools a8 well
for their ehildren.

ever, was not without effect.: From
the day of that election until now a
persistent sdveeacy of the-cause of
better schools has been maintained.
When the Demoocratic party came in
1900 to offer the amendment restrict-
ing the suffrage, it promised emphati-
cally to provida four-months schools
throughout . the State, unequivogally
pledging that no white child should be
Qli:lranehfud for being illiterate - be-
cause of want of opportunity-to learn’
to read and write. ‘The promise was
made” with Nyeclsi ‘regard o white
c_h%lf;reu_. \Ielumut lhin the amend: |

hundred dollars of property and fifty-]

that

The loeal taxation campaign, how- |

mant would have been defeated. The
pledge of four-months schools must
necessarily have included those Tor
colored children—though little was
said of that, Our present Governor,
who led the eampaign, all the while-
proclaimed the necessity of universal
education. His adjective was peculiar-
ly fortunate.

The party of the amendment came
into power early in January, 190L
TlLe General Assembly, elected in the
campaign for the amendment, was
 overwhelmingly Democratic. In that
body a few weeks ago a prominent
member of the House from the eastern
part of the State, where the uegro
population 1is lnrﬁe, proposed an
amendment to the Constitution requir-
ing+the division of school funds to the
races according to the property of the
races, the negroes to receive the
amount of their school taxes, the white
people to receiye theirs. Thisproposal
was suppressed ; but not untila score
or more of members bad made known
their desire to vote for it. Shortly
thereafter a substitute was proposed by
a more prominent Senator providing
that, while the present clause of the
Constitution requiring “four months
schools for either race should remain,
elther race might yote a tax upon it-
selt exclueively for the schoolsof its
children. 'This struck many of us
favorably. We were aware that ibe
general tax could never be adeguate.
We were, therefore, persuaded that we
must have a local tax. But we knew
that 1t would at best be many years
before the people would vyate a local
tax whose bencfits wil! be shared by
the negroes. It is, indeed, true that in
perhaps thirty towns in the State we
have local taxes so shared; but to

is quite another matter. A few towns
haye refused on this account to take a
vote on the guestion of levying the
tax necessary to establish graded
schools. In view of these facts, many
of us were disposed to urge this bill as
the most practicable solution of the
free-school questson. But Governor
Aycock made known his opposition to
it; and to him, I have no doubt, is
owed ile sudden loss of advocates.

The Governmor’s motives were the
very highest. He argued that if such
a provision should be enacted, an early
General Assembly would rednce the
general tax irom eighteen cents to ten
cents, and another from tencents to
five cents,and in a little whife the
negroes should have no schools, and it
should be a question if the white peo-
ple in many communities would baye
any. Of course the reader recalls that
this is to argue that the clauss. of the
Constitution requiring four months
schools would be disregarded. Bat
‘why not argue that a clause that
has been disregarded ever since it was
written may remain of no force! The
Governor’s position, I may say, is that
the two races sre bound together in
this matter, and that Lhey both .must
have schools.
who believe that not a few people in
North Carolina would be 1ndifferent to

they should be assured that the negroes
should not be educated. It is against

“universal education.”

. In him and in his position rests
largely the hope of good schools for the
colcred people. And yet he was eleet-

possible the platform and the amend-
ment—restricting the suoffrage. Be,
thén, here is one man who, though
very much in favor of depriving the
illiterate negro of the suffrage, is
equally strong in his demand that the
negro shall have schools maintained as
long as those of the whites. And his

tion that there must be universal edu-
cation or none. It iz my opinion that
he will hold off every effort to re-adjust
the division .of tbe funds. Whether
any one will be in a position to oppose
Fsuch an effort five years hence is open
to question, but I think by that time
the poorer white people will baye per-
ceived that hope of schools, for their
own children liez In maintaining the
present drticle of the Constitution and
the present basls of dividing the funds.

I have stated that many of the more
intelligpt white citizens are opposed
to the use of money derived irom -the
common i{axes to maintain schools for
negrees. I is desirable to explain that
this opposition does not by any means
rest solely upon the knowledge that to
educate the negroes will enfranchise
them. Indeed, it has existed from the
tine whien educational qualffications
were not thought ol. In my opinion,

five points of view : =
First: From the frequently held
conviction that to edueate a negro is to

ting an equiyalent In other capacities.

Second : From the widaly held con-
viction that our school funds are alto-
gether inadequate to the needs of the

spond them on colored ¢hildren when
the oppoMunities of the white childlen
are so limited. -

Third: From the fear

o Y . -

bring the rural townships to this poinf

the education of the white childsen if |

these that the Governor now declares
that he stands, as he has stood, for:

ed on the platform—indeed, he made

position appears to rest upon convie- H

this attitude bas support from fouror|

“ruin a good farm hand,” without get-|

white children, and that it is folly to|

in some|
quarters that the pegro- children, not |
‘being deterrea by poor clothes, eto.; will |
Pr» to. sehnol m !arger nnnheu than

the white children, and will thus ac-
quire the ability to fead and write
more rapidlg. _
Fourth: From the gengral race
prejudice, gnslng in part from the old
ant!pat«hv of the poor whites, ‘Wwho, to a
Uegree, are in competition with the
negro in the labor market now, in part
from the old attitude of master and
slave, and in part from the political
dJdivergence created by the negroes’ at-
titude of censistent opposition to the
whites, and” their persistent ambition
for cffice as well as sporadic efforts to
obtain soeial equality.

1 ‘have stated that there are those
who aie impressed that the present
means ol limiting the suffrage of the
negroes s inadequate and will rapidly
become mo're so.  Some of these hope
for the abrogation of tke Fourteentb
Amendment of the Federal Constitu-
tion. Others are considering the wis-
dom of instituting a property qualifi-
cation in some fashion so soon as the
negroes in large numbers have over-
come the present barrier.

Finally, I submit that, in the solving

South must have the sympathetic co-
operation of 1intelligent men in the
North. BSouthern plans are likely to be
wisest. The South has the best oppor-
tunity to understand. Bhe is more
likely to find the best wayout, Mere
partiean policy will be ruinous. The

Soutk. But I maintain that, on the
whole, the Nation ought, so far as pos-
gible, to give to the better class of
Southern men its support in measures
looking to the solution of the problem ;
and, at any rat'e, that a poliey ot inter-
ference or unfeeling criticism cannot
but result in 1ll" to both North and
South. It is for this purpose that I
baye written this frank estimate ol
public opinion in the South and cited
recent legislative proposals bearing
upon the race problem and its relation
to popular edueation in the South.

LETTER TO MR. M. HOFFMAN,

SCOTLAND NECK, N. C.

Dear Sir :—People sometimes think
that purc white lead 1s the only paint.

Many is the time that it has gone bad
and did the Lead Maker eatisty the
complaint? The only comfort the
man got was that hel used lead—cold
coffort—not so with L. & M. Psint.
They stand ready to make good the
slightest flaw. See their Insurance
suarantee. The last gallon made is
the same as the first we made 28 years
ago. Consider how mueh 01l ean be
added to every gallon of the paint, with
the consequent low actual cost.

Favor Mess. E. T. Whiteliead & Co.
with a eall.

Yours truly,
LONGMAN & MARTINEZ.
New York.
B ———

WANTED—TRUSTWORTHY MEN AND
women to iravel and advertise for old
established house of solid finanelal
standing. Salary $780 a year and ex-
penses, all payable in cash. No can-
vassicg required. Give references and
enclosa eelf-addressed stamped en-

There are many of us|Yeiore. - Address, Manager, 355 Caxton

Bullding, Chiesago.

AHOSKIE NEWS.

Correspondence to The Commonwealth,
Anposkig, N. C., May 12, 1901.

Farmers are making right much
headway with their erops notwithstand-
ing the lateness of the season._

Rev. L. M. Curtis filled his regular
appointment at the Baptist church last
Sunday. His sermon was for the little
people and was very Iastructive.

‘Mr. E. F. Branning, of New York,
was here last week on business.

Our little town seems to be on a
boom now. To large brick plants have
jnst started up combined ecapacity “is
fifty thousand brick per day. /

Last Friday night the children of
Ahoskie gave an entertainment at the
Academy. It was well rendered and
was enjoyed by all.

WINE OF CARDUI

has brought permanent relief toa -
llmuﬂssrll?n mwhommt:ﬂr

th
nies of falling of the womb, lencorrhea
: nd profuss mmm-ummb'n weeckly
appc.a-rl;: ce.0f the mensesfor two months

Mrs, Willie Mitchell, Bouth Gaston, N.C.:

o of Caurdul end Thedford's Blll!k-
%lhmt have performed o mimculows eare
I bad becn a great sufferer

go! the womb and leucorrhma,

T PHRKEB, 3
. : Wmi N. G.

of this very important problem, the||

Northern view may help restrain the|

Pleasant, bls, Potent., Taste Good. Do
aooqnurar n.w"unn or Gﬂmmm.m

CURE CONSTIPATION. ...

ml ‘-‘m Chb Moutreal, Sew York, 316
NO-TO-BA 553" L R
Shake Inte Your Shoes.

Allen's Foot-Ease, a powder. It cures painful
smarting, nervons feet and ingrowing nails, an
instantly takes the sting out of corns and ‘humons
It's the greatest comfort discovery of the a
Allen’s Foot-Ease makes tight or new shoes ccl
ensy, It isa certain ture 1or sweatihg,; callous

Jhot tired, “hmﬁ Try it to-day. S?ld

b Il driggists and shoe-stores. By mail for
::cnin anﬁ. 'I‘nall?ackage FREE. Address,
Allen S. Olmsted, Le to Sz
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- $500 REWARD. -

We will pay the above reward for
any case of Liyer Complain$, Dyspep-
sia, Sick Headache, Indigostmn. Con-
stipatlon, -or Costiveness we cannot
cure with Liyerita, the Up-to-Date
Little Liver Pill, when the directions
are strietly complied with. They are
purely Vagetable and never fail to give
satisfaction. 20e. boxes contsin 100
Pills, 10c. boxes contain 40 Pills, de.
boxes contain 15 Pills, ‘Beware of
substitutions and imitations. Sent by
mail. Stamps taken. NErviTA MED-
icaL. Co., Cor. Clinton and Jackson
Sts., Chicago, Ill. For sale by E.T.
Whitehead # €0., Druggists, Scotland
Neck, NC.

TAYLOR,

Pioneer Grhcar of the Town

The first to mu]m'take the
Exclusive- Grocery Business
here six years ago, having
weathered the storm thus
long (while many competi-
tors have dropped in and
out) still solicits the patron-
age of the good people of

the town and community.
Remember.

Taylor’s .
Grocery
Store
Is Strictly Headquarters
for anything in the way of
Staple and Faney Groceries,
as well as all kinds of Feed
Stuffs,. ete., carrying the
most Complete Line of any
house in the county. If yon
are a visitor ta our store

call again; if not, call on us
for a.nythm you may desire.
Country Produce W anted

Spe(:lal L
Bar galns '

New lot of Pants.-
New Corned Hemngs.

Munt’s water-zround
: Mea.l. 2

Ba.lla.rd’s Obelisk
Flour 3

Syrup smd Molasses

.__._._.

Many othprtshmg'a, but don’t <

'm fnrset theHams and Eg:;s - All work &
ool |reasonable

A GOOD TRADF

Since opening our Furniturc
Store encourages us to

Enlarge Our Stock. i

2 : - Sl Y
It is now complete with every-
thing in the line of

First-Class Furniture.

Our prices are aslow as can be

found in the South, and
Our GoodsSpeak For Themselves.

| Some New Specialties are at-
tractive to all interested imn Fur-
Call and see them. .

hie

niture.

; Thanking the people of Scotland
Neck and community for liberal pat-
ronage thus far we are here to furnisi:
bargains to all. ;

‘L. B. Lewis Furniture Co., |
Scotland Neck, North Carolinz.

WillK Josey, l}enﬂrallnsurau

OFFICE ON MAIN ST,, SCOTLAND NECK, N

Representing the Strongest and most L:hclnli TR
in the world.

Why take your Insurance p]spwhnro when you can wl
better policy in the Penn Mutual 5 to 20 per cent ¢l

A Comparison of Rates:

C..., e
5--.

':e“;;

L)

SRR A i
mH R ke o
15 Pay. Life ig 23 i; :gfg 4,: j 4 e

vertable 4C 1445 n care of death. and partici .
Term Policies i ecmpany’s profits—with ann ‘
: if desired. .

Edwards & Co.’s
Special Bargains.

5 Year Con- 30 19.60 g Al policies are ineonte:t bl

Straw Hats, nicest line and in styles
to suit young or old.
"Also nice line of Pearl Gray Felt Hats
BPandsome lme of Patent Leather
Slippers for ladies, gents and childre:n.
800 yards handsome Mattings from
10c. to 35¢c. A rare bargain.

- Overstocked in Shoes, a most hand-
scme line, and bargains for
the money.

A car load of No. 1-.T1mothy Hay
$1.05 the hundred for cash.

Car loa.d of Reyal Crown Flour. Noue
Better. |

We are offering ‘'many other Bargains
named here. 1t isonly necessary to see then o
appreciate them. Call soon and get the pick. !

EDWARDS & (0}

_ lE Scotland Neck, N. C..

CURES BLOOD I

BcroruLa, ULcers, Oup =~
PArns~TRiaL Treatv! -

GOSLEE

AND

First, second or third st
,youred by taking B.B. 1
Blood Balm). . Blood Dl
destroye the. Bypmmioi.-
Blood and expels it from '
At the same tlm Botanic |
builds up the shattered «
Have you sore throat, piun ;-
colared spots, old sores, ulo
""'-le-. ftebing skin

- Seotland Neek, N. C.

Manufacturers of

. ~Mantels, ?

Brackets, Balm will beal every o
:‘nd : m“unh + the blond |
s b o |eh and give the rich i
~General |~ |totheskin. Over 3000 (o~ !
2 S }« :?;“&a‘;."“,.,w,, e
Wnrk.‘_ e rA S i w mlu;eom;;s-'n
e © - fgoal treatinent of B. . 1!

d Balm Co., .\ '+
e and trec u.mw g

ir o o wt
n all cmm‘”



